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CODIFICATION 

The Federal Water Pollution Control Act, comprising 
this chapter, was originally enacted by act June 30, 

1948, ch. 758, 62 Stat. 1155, and amended by acts July 17, 
1952, ch. 927, 66 Stat. 755; July 9, 1956, ch. 518, §§ 1, 2, 70 
Stat. 498–507; June 25, 1959, Pub. L. 86–70, 73 Stat. 141; 
July 12, 1960, Pub. L. 86–624, 74 Stat. 411; July 20, 1961, 
Pub. L. 87–88, 75 Stat. 204; Oct. 2, 1965, Pub. L. 89–234, 79 
Stat. 903; Nov. 3, 1966, Pub. L. 89–753, 80 Stat. 1246; Apr. 
3, 1970, Pub. L. 91–224, 84 Stat. 91; Dec. 31, 1970, Pub. L. 
91–611, 84 Stat. 1818; July 9, 1971, Pub. L. 92–50, 85 Stat. 
124; Oct. 13, 1971, Pub. L. 92–137, 85 Stat. 379; Mar. 1, 
1972, Pub. L. 92–240, 86 Stat. 47, and was formerly classi-
fied first to section 466 et seq. of this title and later to 
section 1151 et seq. of this title. The act is shown here-
in, however, as having been added by Pub. L. 92–500 
without reference to such intervening amendments be-
cause of the extensive amendment, reorganization, and 
expansion of the act’s provisions by Pub. L. 92–500. 

SUBCHAPTER I—RESEARCH AND RELATED 
PROGRAMS 

§ 1251. Congressional declaration of goals and 
policy 

(a) Restoration and maintenance of chemical, 
physical and biological integrity of Nation’s 
waters; national goals for achievement of ob-
jective 

The objective of this chapter is to restore and 
maintain the chemical, physical, and biological 
integrity of the Nation’s waters. In order to 
achieve this objective it is hereby declared that, 
consistent with the provisions of this chapter— 

(1) it is the national goal that the discharge 
of pollutants into the navigable waters be 
eliminated by 1985; 

(2) it is the national goal that wherever at-
tainable, an interim goal of water quality 
which provides for the protection and propaga-
tion of fish, shellfish, and wildlife and provides 
for recreation in and on the water be achieved 
by July 1, 1983; 

(3) it is the national policy that the dis-
charge of toxic pollutants in toxic amounts be 
prohibited; 

(4) it is the national policy that Federal fi-
nancial assistance be provided to construct 
publicly owned waste treatment works; 

(5) it is the national policy that areawide 
waste treatment management planning proc-
esses be developed and implemented to assure 
adequate control of sources of pollutants in 
each State; 

(6) it is the national policy that a major re-
search and demonstration effort be made to 
develop technology necessary to eliminate the 
discharge of pollutants into the navigable wa-
ters, waters of the contiguous zone, and the 
oceans; and 

(7) it is the national policy that programs 
for the control of nonpoint sources of pollu-
tion be developed and implemented in an expe-
ditious manner so as to enable the goals of 
this chapter to be met through the control of 
both point and nonpoint sources of pollution. 

(b) Congressional recognition, preservation, and 
protection of primary responsibilities and 
rights of States 

It is the policy of the Congress to recognize, 
preserve, and protect the primary responsibil-
ities and rights of States to prevent, reduce, and 
eliminate pollution, to plan the development 
and use (including restoration, preservation, and 
enhancement) of land and water resources, and 
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